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THE PACIFIC ISLANDS
CHAPTER XX
THE CO\TI\E\TAL ISLANDS   MELANESIA
T is almost an impossibility in such a short account to
gi\e an adequate treatment of the great number and
vanet} of islands scattered over the face of the Pacific In
the early chapters of this book there is much of a general
nature that need not be repeated but even so the task of
including some description of the more important groups and
of islands that range from the great areas like Ne\v Caledonia
to tiny atolls is quite formidable All that can be done is to
select and describe typical areas It may be said that the
islands to be found in the Pacific fall into three classes
(i) the large continental islands or groups such as NCT
Caledonia and the New Hebrides In this class onH those
islands that are not more easily treated with continental
regions have been chosen (a) the \olcamc groups such
as Fiji and Hawaii and (m) the innumerable atolls of
Polynesia and Micronesia
Even with such a vanetv of soil and structure as is found
throughout the islands there are resemblances in way of
life occupations cultnafaon and even physical characteristics
which spnng very largely from similarity of climate over
this wide area    The economic plants coco nut banana taro
sugar cane pineapple to name onlv a few that find in these
islands suitable conditions for their growth   ha\e such an
effect upon life and scenery in the South Seas that great
similarity is inevitable
On all the islands where volcanic action has been prominent
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